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Downtown
Bowling Green
Featuring several historical buildings, many
of which are used today as retail locations:
• Royce Building - Built in 1889, 139 S. Moin
Currently True Value Hardware.
• Exchange Bank Building - Built in 1871. N.W. Corner of the Four
Corners. 101 N. Main
Now Pfisterer-Gladleux Clothiers and Hit Lady'i Tweeds.

Cover
The large picture Is Main Street, Bowling Green
around 1908. The Inset if how it appears In 1988.

Cover design by Christine Rogers
Special thanks to Joan Gordon and the
Chamber of Commerce.
Much of the information was obtained from the book "Bowling Green, Ohio: A Scsqaiccntennlal 1833-1983"

• JR. Hankey Building • Built in 1892. 163 S. Main
Home of Kaufman's Restaurant Complex,
• Milliken Hotel Building - Built in 1896. S.E. Corner of Main < Wooster Streets
Uhlman's Home Store - 101 S. Main.
Currents Gallery - 126 E. Wooster.
• Heffelfinger Building - Built in 1871,
12SN. Moin,
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Klever's Jewelry Store, since 1918 IL^
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Bowling Green, OH: 1833-1988
ByJudlKopp
Students who come to Bowling
Green State University spend approximately four years here In this town
of about 25,000 people. But few are
aware that the city recently celebrated It sesqulcentennlal and more
than 150 years of history lay behind
It.
Even fewer may know about the
evolution of the town and how that
evolution led to their presence here.
"Bowling Green's" first settler was
Ellsha Martlndale who built a cabin
on what Is now Hasklns Road In April
of 1833. During the next three-to-five
years, many people bought land and
settled In the area which was called
Mt. Ararat, aptly named because of
the sandy areas and knolls.
The first post office was located In
the Walder-Stauffer cabin, when the
need for a post office arose In 1834.
The mall carrier, Joseph Gordon, a
Kentucky native, carried the mall
from Bellfontalne to Perrysburg and
made the office one of his stops. Gordon suggested the post office be
named "Bowling Green" for his
hometown In Kentucky. The Kentucky city was named after the sport
of lawn bowling and was originally
spelled "Bowllngreen."
. In 1846. L.C. Locke was appointed
postmaster of the Bowling Green post
office. Locke, who tried to buy a piece
of land near Napoleon Road, had to
settle for an acre of land where Uhlman's now stands. Locke moved the
post office to his new store, and many
merchants followed suit, thereby

making the area where Main Street
and Wooster Street Intersect the business center of "Bowling Green."
On Nov. 9. 1855, the settlement
was granted village status. A U.S.
census counted 81 males and 79 females. The nine other people settled
In the village were listed as foreign
born. The village decided to call Itself
Bowling Green after the post office,
and in fact, had been referred to as
Bowling Green by the residents since
the early '50s. In 1856, John Wooster
became the first mayor.
By 1870, sections of Plain and
Center townships were added to the
village, and the population of Bowling Green grew to 906. The county
seat was moved from Perrysburg to
BG, which provided more growth for
the village.
One highlight that set Bowling
Green apart during the 1870s was the
railroads, according to David Roller,
professor of history.
The old BG Railroad Company ran
from the area around the fairgrounds
to Tontogany, Roller said.
"The railways gave the town survival. The location of the railroads and
the rail stations outlined the streets
and the layout of the neighborhoods,
he said.
A depot was built on North Grove
Street. As the railroads grew in Bowling Green, with the addition of a line
to North Baltimore, another depot
was butlt on West Wooster Street.
The 1880s were marked by the
discovery of oil and gas In the area,
Roller said. "Northwest Ohio was the
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Photo courtesy BG Chamber of Commerce
People came from far and near, crowding onto Main Street, around 1906 to see
the Bowling Green Fair Parade.
center of the oil Industry after discoveries In Pennsylvania and before
Texas," he said. "BG and Flndlay
both grew on that discovery."
Roller believed the '80s were also
the beginning of "us versus them"
feelings that students and residents of
Bowling Green may feel today.
"The oil was discovered on the
farms, and when the people who had
gotten rich from the money tried to
move Into town, they weren't totally
accepted," he said. "Some of that extended to the people who ran the railroads also. The people of the town
didn't exactly welcome (outsiders)
with open arms.
"In fact the owners of the BG Rail-

road don't show up In any of the histories of Bowling Green. The (Wiggins) family has a prime plot of land
In the cemetery with a really tall
monument there. That makes me
suspect that the oil and railroad people didn't really count with the residents who were born and bred in
BG," Roller said.
Local glass plants, lumber Industries, grain elevators, flour mills
and the railroads caused the population to grow to 3,467 in 1890. Bowling Green, In an effort to reach city
status, saw its population grow to
5.067 In 1900.
Sec HISTORY, page 6.
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brigntlyllghted coin laundry during tha avonlng noun ..
we're ready to eerve your laundering needs anytimel

Surprise someone
special In your life
with a balloon bouquet
delivered by one of many
costumed characters

OPEN 24 HOURS

53 ■
*¥¥*¥¥*¥¥¥¥*¥■*#**¥*¥**•**-¥**#
Call 352-6061

KIRK'S COIN LAUNDRY
Clean, Convenient, Congenial
709 S. Main
^EStJ^MfflnS

MoBdaT.Jan.25, 1988

Rogers' is 2nd home for Reichert
By Jady Immel
The sign outside the rear entrance
reads "It's a pleasure to serve you."
And In the hurried modern day
when customers are rushed through
checkout lines by Impersonal clerks,
Fred Reichert still enjoys helping the
people who come to Rogers Drugstore, 135 N. Main St.
On a Monday morning, the 10
stools at the soda fountain are nearly
filled with white-haired men drinking
coffee and talking. An elderly woman
is cutting coupons at a back booth and
several customers are searching shelves full of magazines, cards, toothpaste and shampoo.
Photo courtesy Jim Gordon
Fred Reichert, co-owner of Roger's Drug Store, 135 N. Main St., stands in front
of the photo counter Reichert. whose second love is photography, installed the
cases that hold the store's photo supplies.

Free Flights
w/ dart purchase
Exp. Jan. 31st

New Bikes
Will Be Arriving Soon!

352-6264

131 W. Wooster Street

Reichert. 67. is sorting through
packets of newly developed photos at
his usual place — the camera counter.
"Hi, Cliff." he greets a customer.
"What can I help you with today?" he
asks another. He launches Into a discussion of the recent football playoff
games.
Reichert began working at the
drugstore's fountain in 1937 when he
was 16 years old. Now he and Bill
Warden, the store's pharmacist, coown the 124-year-old business.
The store has not changed often in
those years.
In 1893. brothers George and Clayton Rogers, who took over the business began by their father In 1864.
replaced the wooden storefront with
the brick one that still remains. At
that time, the back of the store was a
barroom.
The barroom disappeared during

PLAN NOW FOR SPRING BREAK-AW A Y VACATIONS AND SA VEUI

Detroit to Orlando
Detroit to Jamaica
Detroit to Ft. Lauderdaie
Detroit to Nassau

$189
$269
$179
$249

(KEY TOURS: AIRFARE ONLY)

Detroit to Jamaica
Detroit to Nassau

$479
$419

(KEY TOURS: AIRFARE AND HOTEL
ACCOMMODATIONS
UP TO 4 PEOPLE/RM.)

JOAN ARDEN TRAVEL
445 E. WOOSTER
BOWLING GREEN, OH 43402
352-4179

PROVIDING THE PERSONAL SERVICE YOU DESERVE
,»!/-,

the years of prohibition and was replaced with a stockroom.
Later, the soda fountain, a feature
of the store since the beginning, was
expanded. Now a novelty in drugstores, Rogers once competed with
four other drugstore soda fountains In
the downtown district, Reichert said.
The store was last remodeled In
1953.
"I tore out all the booths In one
night and brought In used showcases," Reichert said. Those showcases, now filled with film, lenses and
flashcubes, became the camera
counter, Reichert s chief Interest.
In 1948, after 3Vi years of service
during World War II. Reichert had attended the Kodak photography
school In Rochester, New York to
learn "everything" about photography.
"I had only used box cameras before (attending the school), but It was
something I always wanted to do." he
said.
He then came back to Bowling
Green and Rogers Drugstore to work
in cameras. It was at the store that he
met his wife, who worked at the fountain.
"My whole life has revolved
around the store." he said.
He and his wife, now married 40
years, raised their two sons In the etty
where they both had grown up. Now
he is a proud grandfather of five.
Reichert said Main Street still looks
about the same as it did many years
ago when he started his first job at the
drugstore, but the types of businesses
have changed.
"The downtown district suffered
when the chains moved In at both
ends of town," he said. "This type of
store (Rogers) is a thing of the past."
Rogers Drugstore is the only oldfashioned type left downtown. Reichert said the owners of the others
got older and tired of working, or
passed away, leaving no one to continue the business.
Others In the community have appreciated Relchert's Involvement.
Behind the counter, a framed certificate from the Bowling Green Rotary
Club honors him for "service above
self, for outstanding service In the interest of a better community."
Reichert is now "seml-retlred," but
still spends much time in the store.
"After I've been here (at the drugstore) this long, It's hard to stay
away." he said, keeping an eye open
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Leaders turn city over to 'new blood*
By Grig Connel
Like artists molding clay Into sculpture, the history of any town Is
shaped by the men and women who
live and work there.
And two of the men most responsible for Bowling Green's development
In recent years are turning over their
artists' tools and looking back on
what they have helped create.
Bruce Bellard, who served 11 years
on City Council and four years as
mayor, chose not to run for reelection last fall. Wes Hoffman, safety

service director for two years and
municipal administrator for 13 years,
Is planning to step down from that
post later this year.
The two men cited similar accomplishments as those for which they
are most proud.
"Without question, the most Important Improvement was the construction of the waste water treatment
plant," Bellard said. "The rehabilitation of the second ward was very Important as well, and more recently the
1974 renovation of the downtown
business district and the construction

Hogtown reminiscent
of Bowling Green past
By Greg Connel
Rural communities throughout the Midwest were devastated by the
Great Depression of 1939. In Bowling Green, the bleak times led to the
development of "Hogtown," a neighborhood of shacks built In open
fields.
Although the city's economy may have Improved after World War II,
Hogtown existed until the 19 70s. and traces of It linger today.
"In 1941, when I first came to town, there was a section of the city
bounded by Napoleon Road, Man vllle Avenue, First Street and South College Drive that was nothing but tar-paper shacks. There were a few good
homes, but not many, and there were no water or sewer lines," said former Mayor Bruce Bellard.
SM HOGTOWB, page 8.

of the new police and fire facilities
should be noted."
Hoffman also cited the refurbishment of city hall and the city garage
construction project as major accomplishments In the physical development of the city.
"In terms of human accomplishments. I think for the most part the
government here Is seen as being
honest and Intent upon helping the
people," Hoffman said last October.
"We've extended our recreation programs, acquired park lands, (and)
we've gotten into the housing business to help Improve the city's housing stock."
Though they both speak proudly of
their Involvement In the city's growth
Bellard. 65. and Hoffman. 66, agreed
the time has come to let others mold
the city's future.
"Ill be 67 years old this year and
on a personal basis there are some
things I would like to do with my life
before age catches up with me,"
Hoffman said. "On a professional
basis, I think It's time to give the city a
chance to bring In some new blood
and some new Ideas."
As for the future, both Bellard and
Hoffman said the city's most pressing
issue is the development of a reservoir to provide drinking water to residents In times of emergency.

BOWLING GREEN, OHIO
155 years of Progress
The Bowling Green Chamber of Commerce is proud to be part of
our City's rich history and growth. We acknowledge and honor
the past, but we also look ahead with hopes that future
generations will be proud to call Bowling Green "home".
BOWLING GREEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Serving the Business Community for 52 years
139 W. Wooster St.. PO Box 31
Bowling Green, Ohio
Phone 353-7945

Bellard
Hoffaaa
"Our water Is good right now, but If
we had a spill on the Maumee River
like the one recently on the Ohio
River, we would only have good
water for about one week," Bellard
'said.
Bellard said projects such as the reservoir are needed to help the city
continue growing. And even though
they are leaving office, Bellard and
Hoffman plan to be a part of that
growth.
Bellard said that he probably will
not run for elected office In the future, but he will work the new administration to revamp the city's economic development process.
Hoffman said he plans to take one
year off and then he may consider
running for city council or mayor.
"I can't predict what new Interests I
may acquire or what my health may
be like in a year, but by my nature I
can't see myself sitting back and playing shuffleboard," Hoffman said.
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150+ years of history is celebra

Before Mark's, the intersection of East Wooster Street i
Club restaurant and a dry cleaning store.

The city administration building.

HISTORY
Con tinned from page 3.
The population during the next decade expanded
slowly. In 1914, Bowling Green State Normal College opened and began to Impact the growth of the
city. The Normal College became a college In 1929.
The stock market crash of 1929 didn't seem to
affect Bowling Green until two years later. In the
late '20s, the city depended upon the county's
farmers for Its existence as the "oil boom" was
over. The chief Industry was the now defunct
Heinz Ketchup factory, that needed to have a
steady supply of tomatoes.
The farm depression began during World War I
when farmers needed to supply the Russians with
wheat. The American farmers took mortgages out
on their homes to buy land at very Inflated prices.
The grain market collapsed with the end of the war
and mortgages had to be refinanced.
This was the beginning of the lean years In Bowl-

Photo by Paal Vernon

ing Green.
In 1931, the Bank of Wood County was established after a bank scandal hit Bowling Green In the
late '20s. In order to prevent a " run on the banks"
the bank limited withdrawals to 2 percent because
there was a strong distrust of banks nationwide.
Like the banks, the merchants were also affected
by the farmers' problems. There were many business failures and reorganizations during 1931 and
1932. Unemployment soared and there was no
social security or unemployment Insurance.
The city had a few small factories such as the
Royal Manufacturing Company, Victor Fabrics, the
Newton Cut and Glass Factory, and the H.J. Heinz
Company.
A Civilian Construction Corp camp was established on Napoleon Road. The Works Progress Administration came In 1935 and created numerous
jobs on roads for women and construction workers.
This marked the beginning of better years for Bowling Green.

The H.J. Heinz Co. as
by fire in 1980.

eared during operations.

In 1935, the Sewage Treatment Plant began
operations and Bowling Green State Normal College
became a university.
Daybrook (hydraulics) was established In 1939.
As the '40s began, Mayor Alva Bachman began the
process of buying the city Water Company and the
Ohio Northern Public Service Company which,
after two years, were officially turned over to the
city for operation.
Bowling Green State University students were
counted as residents for the first time in the 1950
census. Bowling Green's census figures reflected
the growth of the University.
The '50s also saw the beginnings of radio In
Bowling Green as WWBG was started. The studios
and transmitters were located east of the city.
The construction of Interstate 75 was a highlight
of the '60s according to Roller. The Interstate
brought transportation to Bowling Green and adds
definition to the city.
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d by the city of Bowling Green

Photo courtesy BG Chamber of Commerce
Aanville Avenue was the site of the University

Photo courtesy BG Chamber of Commerce
Bowling Green experienced its own "oil boom" in the 1800s and the people
who came into wealth built luxurious houses. Some of these houses are still
standing Today, on West Wooster Street, and this area was recently named the
Historical district.
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|company moved to Findlay and the deserted BG plant was destroyed Photo courtesy BG Chamber of Commerce

"The Interstate shapes the city." he said. "It Is a
determine r of where Its a good place to live and determines If the location Is a good place to do business."
A Bowling Green tradition was started in the '60s
when the Wood County Tractor Pullers planned Its
first tractor pull. Within two years, men from surrounding counties wanted to join and the name of
the organization was changed to the Northwestern
Ohio Tractor Pullers. Five years after the first Wood
County pull, the National Tractor Pulling Championship was held at the Wood County Fairgrounds
and that tradition continues even today.
Sitting atop the University's Administration
Building was the tower for Channel 70. which was
to broadcast television signals to Wood County. In
1964, $95,000 was approved to provide new television studios and equipment. This was WBGU-TV,
which began broadcasts on Jan. 10, 1966.
Bowling Green went through an "Improvement"
period during the 70s according to Joan Gordon,
executive director of the Chamber of Commerce.

•-,

Photo by Paal Vcrnon
These cherublike figures are carved into the sandstone on the Court
house.

"The downtown area went through a restoration
to coincide with the bicentennial. There was a lot of
painting and fixing up of the downtown buildings."
The '70s was also the time the city bought the
building that used to house the library, and turned
It Into the City Administration Building, Gordon
said.
The old post office was renovated and Is now the
senior citizen center on North Main Street, she said.
"And of course, there was the 'Blizzard of'78,' "
she said. The blizzard started on Jan. 25 and was
the worst storm Bowling Green had experienced in
the past 130 years. All activity was suspended in
the city and even the publication of the Seminal
Tribune was suspended for five days.
In the late '70s and early '80s, the city saw the
Ball Corporation and the Wall Street Journal enter
the city as the new kids on the block among the Industries In Bowling Green.
The new fire station was started and completed
during the '80s along with the new waste water
treatment plant. The renovation of the old city hall.

city police building was finished in 1985.
BG was visited by both President Ronald Reagan
and Vice President George Bush.
And of course, the Woodland Mall opened Its
doors for business In May of 1987.
For the future, Gordon hopes to keep filling the
downtown area and also to look for a strong Industrial base.
"We can't sit back and let things happen,
however we do want orderly growth. Residential
growth has picked up again, and I see thai as being
quite steady In the next few years," she said.
"BGSU has helped make a stable environment and
Is (BG's) largest employer."
She also believes the future looks bright for
Bowling Green.
"The quality of life and community spirit has
taken hold In the past few years, she said.
"We have a special community."
Most of the Information for this story was compiled from articles In the book. "Bowling Green,
Ohio: A Seaqalcentennlal History 1833-1983"
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Students hindered
by swamps, woods
By Debbie Rogers
Remember how grandparents and
parents always wanted to tell you
agonizing stories about the five-mile
trek to and from school, and couldn't
help but add how lucky you've been?
Well, If your relatives went to the
first schools In Bowling Green, they
had to walk that far through woods
and swamp only to look forward to
sitting on backless benches for the
rest of the day.
This first school, built In the summer of 1834. was a log cabin. 15 by
25 feet, located on the corner of
Wooster Street and South Main Street.
The students brought a Bible, a history book, and possibly a spelling
book to study In school.
The first education In the city was
brought to a halt when the cabin's
owner. Alfred Thurstln, returned
from New York to reclaim his home
— the log cabin school.

Apparently, sending the kids off to
school was popular because another
log school was built the following
year at the corner of South Main
Street and Napoleon Road. Another
was added to the city In 1836 at the
corner of Ridge Street and Main
Street.
To this day. two bills have been left
unpaid concerning the construction
of the two latter schools, $8.00 for
the sawing of wood for the cabin and
$2.00 for the transportation of wood
from Pembervllle.
The oldest school In Bowling Green
was built In 1889 on South Main
Street. Today It Is called South Main
ElementaryEven though almost all of the
school buildings still standing were
constructed in the 1930s, most students today do not feel a real sense of
history when they attend classes, according to Gary Evans, coordinator of
school news and community relations

Klotz Flower Farm
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Bowling Green's first high school.

Photo courtesy BG Chamber of Commerce

for the Bowling Green City Schools.
"I don't think that too many of the
schools' children are concerned about
the history," he said.
Evans added that many of the
school buildings' constructions have
been built or updated recently.

"Most of our building structures are
from the '50s," he said.
The structures of buildings arc not
the only things that have been
changed since the early 1900s,
though, Evans said.
See SCHOOLS, page 8.
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The people who lived there were
temporary residents. The project
gave owners the chance to build
homes on the land, or to sell It to
apartment builders, Bellard, third
ward councilman In 1972, said.
Wes Hoffman, safety service director in 1972, said not all the owners
were pleased with the project,
however. Many were opposed to the
assessments they were forced to pay
to help fund the $4.2 minion project.
In addition to the assessed fees
from property owners, federal grants
and tax revenues helped cover the
costs, Hoffman said
John Mekus, project manager for
Poggemcyer Design Group, said PDG
was awarded the contract for streets
and storm sewers In 1973. and the
construction took place In 1975.
The sanitary sewers and the water
lines were already In place before
1975. afekus said.
With the completion of the streets
and storm sewers, came the development of residential housing and
student apartments, but, "...to this
day. you can still see some relics of
'Hogtown' out there," Hoffman said.
"There Is not much the city can do except make them obey the health and
safety laws, "Bellard added. "They
had an excuse for not developing the
land before, but they don't now.
They're Just sitting on the property
until somone buys It."

Continued from page 5.
Like the rest of the nation, Bowling
Green experienced economic recovery after World War II, but Bellard
said a lack of housing laws allowed
the undeveloped area to remain as an
Icon to a sadder time.
The city's first zoning ordinance
came In 1972, and along with It came
plans to renovate "Hogtown."

The Soft Rock Cafe Building has been a
part of Bowling Green since 1879. We've1!
watched its growth and development and
we've done our best to change with the
changing needs of the Bowling Green
community.

We Salute you Bowling Green!
104 S. Main St.
353-0988
Cafe Hours:
Club Hours:
Mon-Thur 11-11pm Mon-Fri 4pm-2am
t_ Fri-Sat 11-1 am
Sat 5pm-2am
ErSun 11am-9pm
Closed Sunday -
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University history spans 75 years
By Amy Borkell
We've come a long way baby- The
University has developed from 82
acres In 1910 to Its current 1,200
acres.
Stuart Glvens, history professor
and acting director of the Institute of
Great Lakes Research, has traced the
history of the University.
"The University received Its charter In 1910, and In 1914 It was
known as a Normal College with an
enrollment of 304 students. Students
were working on receiving a two-year
teacher's certificate. At this point,
classes met downtown in the Armory,
with the library being In the Methodist Church across the street," Glvens
said.
"In 1915 the first classes were held
on campus. There were only two
buildings at that time. University Hall
and Williams Hall. In 1919 men composed 14 percent of the enrollment,
but by 1941 they made up 50 percent
of it," he said.
According to Glvens. Williams Hall
was a women's dormitory. Men had
to commute. The Centrez building
was completed by that winter and

was the power plant of the University"In 1929 we were Bowling Green
State Normal College, but by 1935 the
name Bowling Green State University
had come Into effect. The enrollment
had climbed to approximately 1,200
with eight buildings covering approximately 200 acres," Glvens said.
"What Is now the University's
runway was once used to train pilots
during World War II. We had a big
surge In 1939 by adding the area
north of Poe Road, and with the end
of the war, enrollment Jumped tremendously due to returning veterans.
During the war, enrollment was 500,
after It was 5,000," he said.
Glvens added, in the late '30s the
University began its first masters degree program.
"In the 1950s, under the direction
of President McDonald, the University made a great deal of academic progress. During his term, the level of
faculty members who had their Ph.D
Increased substantially. We developed more masters degree programs and began planning the first
doc tor I al degree In English," Glvens

said.

There were also a lot of buildings
added at this time: Prout Hall. Rodgers Hall, Founders and Rodgers
Quadrangles, the Union, Administration and Memorial Hall, he said.
"The '60s and 70s were periods of
considerable growth. Enrollment
went from 8.000 to 15.000. In 1969
a celling was put on the University of

15,000 full-time equivalent students."
Glvens said.
"By 1983 there were 100 buildings
on University grounds. The school
that the city fathers envisaged when
they offered the City Park to the state
does not exist today. Instead, a large
complex regional university has
emerged, which In its size and Impact
far exceed any of their fondest expectations," Glvens said.

Photo courtesy BG Chamber of Commerce
This was main entrance to the University. The first classes were held on campus
in 1915, and the only two buildings were Williams Hall and University Hall.

SCHOOLS
Continaed from page 8.
For example, In 1916, students at
the high school wanted to have a
dance after a basketball game but the
faculty refused and the students took
the matter to the Board of Education.
The Board decided unanimously to
ban all high school dances.
Of course, as time went on, dances
were allowed at both the Junior and
senior high schools, but Evans said
the excitement and demand for dances has faded.
"I think dances have diminished
considerably," he said. "You couldn't
get enough kids there to pay for the
band."
Evans said the future of the Bowling Green city schools Includes expansion of some school buildings.
"Currently, we are adding to the
Conneaut and Kenwood buildings,"
he said.
Conneaut Elementary, 524 Hasklns
Rd., will add 6.000 square feet for
four classrooms and Kenwood Elementary. 710 Kenwood Ave.. will
expand by 14,000 square feet which
Is eight classrooms.
Evans said the construction bids
are now being advertised.
This Information was taken from
"A History of the Bowling Green
School District" which was primarily
complied by Gary Evans,, . .
III
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BG courthouse is
dominant feature
By Jail. Wallace
During the late 1800s. Bowling
Green residents experienced a luxury
most people would only be able to enJoy years later — an elevator.
According to Lyle Fletcher, former
University professor and local historian, the Courthouse elevator was generated by a steam engine located
outside the building.
"The steam engine used water
pressure to operate the elevators.'* he
said. "The original elevator was located in the same place the new. elec-

Photo by Paul Vcrnon

trie elevator Is now located."
Fletcher said the building took two
years to build, beginning In 1894.
and the sandstone used to construct
the main walls of the structure was
purchased from an Amherst, Ohio
quarry.
"Sandstone was a popular building
stone of the time, and it was not too
expensive," he said.
The two towers which are dominant point of the struture stand
185-feet tall and have never faltered
in the strong Bowling Green wind, he
said.
"The building Is Just too strong," he
said.
The total cost of the building is
documented at S25S.746.84, but
Fletcher said the actual cost was more
than that.

Photo by Paul Vcrnon
The Courthouse, built in the 1800s, stands high above the city as towers highlight the sandstone structure.

" With the cost of the land, the
sidewalks and the groundskeeplng, It
totaled over $300,000." he said.
The style of the structure, what
Fletcher called "Richardson's
Romanesque," was based on Roman
architecture, and designed by Henry
Richardson.
Another luxury within the building

Is the stained glass celling located on
the third floor.
"It was once a very fine colored
glass, It was beautiful," he said. "The
glass does not sparkle as much anymore, so now there are floodlights
directed at it to Illuminate it better."
For the many years that have passed, Fletcher said the exterior appear-

HOWARD'S CLUB

Proudly Serving Bowling Green
since

1922

ance of the building has not changed,
although there have been several
structural changes and repairs.
During the late 1970s, the aging
structure underwent a complete restoration and included cleaning the
sandstone on the building.
Two changes that did occur,
though, were the remodeling of the
facades on both the north and south
side of the building.
The sandstone on the facades began exfoliating, so they had to be replaced. Exfoliating occurs when
sandstone cracks and water freezes
Inside, damaging It further. Fletcher
said small chunks of the sandstone
eventually fell out, weakening the facades.
Fletcher said the Interior of the
building has been changed, but some
of the original artwork still remains.
In the main doorway, for example,
there are figurines that he described
as "allegorical," or telling a story using symbolism.
"Around the main doorway, there
Is an old man blowing — representing
the north winds." he explained. "The
three other figurines represent summer, spring and fall, the north winds
representing winter."
Another work Illustrates a lizard
grasping a snake, he said.
"This is a fitting piece." he said. "It
details the law as the lizard, grasping
Injustice, represented by the snake."
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A "Killer" caught and a "Pretty Boy" not
BG bank robbery attempt foiled; leader gets away
ByJohnMcoU
Bowling Green may not provide the
kind of glamorous setting for organized crime that, say, Chicago does,
but In 1933 the city got Its chance to
share the spotlight.
Billy "The Killer" Mitchell and
Frank Mitchell, a.k.a. Pretty Boy
Floyd, came to town one day In 1933
to allegedly carry out their business
— robbing banks.
According to Lyle Fletcher, local
historian and former University
professor, Mitchell and Floyd were
seen In a barber shop In the Hotel Milllkln, which is now the building housing Uhlman's department store. The
witness told police about the new, albeit unwelcome, visitors.
The police knew before the two
ever did anything what their Intentions were, said Fletcher. The Mitchells got In a car and the police gave
chase.

"They decided they'd make their living off the wellto do
- "
Lyle Fletcher
The Mitchells got to Clough Street
when police caught up with them,
Fletcher said.
"That's when hall started falling,"
he said.
The gang ducked between houses.
Bullets were flying everywhere. In
the exchange "The Killer" met his
end. Pretty Boy got away, Fletcher
said.
Mitchell wanted a lot. Fletcher said.
One time he killed a man over his
wife.
Gangsters such as the Pretty Boy
gang and the legendary John Dllllnger
worked during the Depression. They

were sort of the "Robin Hoods" of
their day, he said.
"During the Depression times were
tough. They decided they'd make
their living off the well-to-do," Fletcher said.
Dllllnger paid a visit to the area too.
Fletcher said. He robbed a bank In
Fostorla, taking a bank teller with
him.
The gang traveled to Lima where
they dumped the teller off. Fletcher
said. Dllllnger and his gang escaped.
Fletcher currently Is working on a
gazette of Wood County history
which will be published sometime

Fletcher
this summer.
A native of Iowa. Fletcher's profession Is meteorology. He taught at
Iowa State University, worked for the
National Weather Service and the
Iowa Weather Service, and taught
meteorology at the University after
the war.
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Windmill gives BG
'Hollandesque' feel
By Linda Hoy
Al 722 Clough St., a little bit of Holland exists In Bowling Green.
Although the windmill never pumped water from near-by Urschel Pond as
was originally Intended, the 49-year-old structure has served the community
first as a heating unit for cottages and then as a home to University students.
According to past BG News articles, the windmill was built in 1939 by local
craftsman Bertis Urschel. who was of Dutch origin and had a fascination for
windmills. He originally built the windmill to pump water.
Urschel never used the 45-foot windmill for water power. Instead he installed a boiler In the basement to provide heat for housing units he was building
on University Lane.
According to past articles, a University math professor bought the windmill
in 1962 and converted It into apartments, removing the heating unit.
Two University students live in the windmill now — Kathy Halas, Junior
interior design major, and Jeannle Marie McCarthy. Junior physical education
and health major. Both are members of the Delta Zeta sorority. The DZ house is
located near the windmill.
The windmill Is divided into three levels, the first housing the kitchen and
main bathroom, Halas said.
A spiral staircase leads to the second level which holds a den. Attic steps
without a railing carry a person to the bedroom and small bathroom, located
on the third level, she said.
The windmill also has an attic and an unoccupied, basement efficiency
apartment, according to Halas.
McCarthy said the inside of the windmill "reminds you of an old cottage"
because of Its wooden decor.
She said the structure's eight windows keep It well-lighted.
Edna Urschel, daughter-in-law of Bertis Urschel, can remember the windmill
when it was first constructed. Urschel, who is 82 years old, said the structure
has deteriorated badly from Its original condition.

Tone & Tan Boutique

Photo by Sob Upton
The windmill, 722 Clough St., was originally built to pump water. Now,
however, it serves as home for two University juniors.
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